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Glossary of the Tribes and Castes of the Punjab & North West Frontier Province

Based on the Census Report for the Punjab 1883 by late Sir DENZIL

EBBETSON,K.C.S.I., and the Census Report for the Punjab, 1892, by the Hon.

Mr. E.D.Mac LAGAN,C.S.I., & compiled by H. A. ROSE VOL-II,1911,Page No.26

as appended below:-"Awans, who claim Arab origin, are descendants of Qutb

Shah, him self descended from Ali, and were attached to the Muhammadan

armies which invaded as auxiliaries,whence their name. In Kapurthala a moer

precise version of their legend makes them Alwi Sayyids, who opressed by the

Abbassides, sought refuge in Sindh; and eventually allied themselves with

Sabuktagin, who bestowed on them the title of Awan. But in the best available

accounts of the tribe the Awans are indeed to be of Arabian origin and

deseendants of Qutb Shah, but he is said to have ruled Herat and to have joined

Mahmud of Ghazni when he invaded India. With him came six of many sons:

Gauhar Shah or Gorrara, who settled near Sakesar: Kalan Shah or Kalgan who

settled at Dhankot(Kalabagh): Chauhan who coloniesed the hills near the Indus:

Khokhar or Muhammad Shah who settled on the Chenab: Tori and Jhajh whose

deseendants are 

said to be still found in Tirah and elsewhere...As claiming descent from Qutb Shah

the Awans are often called Qutb-shahi, and sometimes style themselves

Ulvi(Alvee). List of Awan sub-claus mentioned as: Bagwal, Bajra, Biddar,

Chandhar, Gorare, Harpal, Jajkhuh, Jand, Jhan, Khambre, Kalgan, Malka,

    Mandu, Mangar, Mirza, Pappan, Ropar,etc.                        

 



 




 1911  1892  KCSI  




                                                 
 1881   37

 1881  
 398389

 
 1035 


 
 



 600 
 74  73  





 
38-        Revised Settlement District Shahpur 1866The claim of deseent from

Qutb Shah, who him self said to have been deseendant of Hazarat Ali son of

Hazrat Abu  Talib by other wives than Hazrat Fatima daughter of Hazrat

Muhammad (P.B.U.H).(Ref: Revised Settlement District Shahpur 1866)

39-         Jehlum Ghazatt 1904 part "A"The Awan has been Muslaman from

the begining and are Arabian orign and are descended from one Qutab Shah

Ghazi and through him Hazrat  Al i (RA) the son in law of  Hazrat

Muhammad(P.B.U.H) and Qutab Shah ruled in Herat but joined with his

followers Sultan Mehmood Ghazni in invation of Indus receiving the name of

Awan or Helper.(Ref: Jehlum Ghazatt 1904 part "A")                
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